
Music Therapy Ethics:
Foundations and Fundamentals

Available
July 15, 2026

INSTRUCTOR: 
DR. DEBBIE BATES, LPMT, MT-BC

ONLY

$60*

Dr. Debbie Bates, LPMT, MT-BC, is the medical music and
art therapy manager for the Arts and Medicine Institute
at Cleveland Clinic (OH) and also wears the hats of
clinician, researcher, and educator. With more than 25
years of clinical experience, her current clinical work is
with adult patients diagnosed with blood cancers and
patients undergoing Blood and Marrow Transplants. She
received her Bachelor of Music in Music Therapy from
the University of Dayton and her Master’s and PhD in
Music Therapy from Temple University. Debbie is
passionate about music therapy ethics and regularly
presents at regional, national, and international music
therapy conferences and has authored publications on
this topic.

Eligible for 3
Ethics CMTEs**

PARTICIPANTS WILL:
Articulate the difference between prescriptive and
aspirational ethics (Knowledge 5B-2)
Compare and contrast two COEs relevant to music
therapists (Knowledge 5B-7)
Clarify personal and professional values and explore how
these relate to the Code of Ethics (Knowledge 5A-2)
Apply the Code of Ethics to frequently encountered ethical
dilemmas (Knowledge 5B-2)



TO REGISTER, GO TO
www.dmhmusictherapy.com

Questions: Email
info@dmhmusictherapy.com

* All registrations are final. No refunds are issued.
Course materials and recordings remain
accessible for the designated access period.
** Participants must hold the MT-BC credential in
order to receive CMTE credits. Students or
professionals from other accreditation boards will
receive a certificate of completion.

Ethics is foundational, vital, and influential to a music therapist's work, as it underlies every
aspect of our professional responsibilities and interactions. What is the difference between
aspirational and prescriptive ethics? What is the Sherman Anti-Trust Act and what does it
mean for music therapists? The 2019 AMTA Code of Ethics (COE) is aspirational and has a
stronger focus on ethical principles and values, with an emphasis on what music therapists
should do (rather than what they should not do). The items within the Code describe ideals and
standards to which music therapists should aspire. Because there is less direct guidance, the
2019 Code of Ethics requires that music therapists apply critical thinking skills to determine
which items apply to an ethical issue and how or why. The lack of direct guidance also
challenges music therapists to utilize a problem-solving method when working through
complex dilemmas, as applicable Code items could provide contrasting direction. This CMTE
will compare and contrast aspirational and prescriptive ethics (which may still be relevant in
states that have licensure), explore the benefits of an aspirational Code of Ethics, explore the
intersection of personal and professional values, and apply the new Code of Ethics to dilemmas
that must therapists encounter frequently using a problem-solving method and critical
thinking skills.

COURSE MODULES INCLUDE:
Part 1: Ethical Foundations (43 min)
Part 2: COE Comparison (26 min)
Part 3: Personal and Professional Values (28 min)
Part 4: Ethical Decision Making Models (41 min)
Part 5: Wrap-Up and Dilemmas (13 min)

Music Therapy Ethics: Foundations and Fundamentals  is approved by the Certification
Board for Music Therapists (CBMT) for 3 credits. Developmental Music Health Services LLC,

Approved Provider P-255, maintains responsibility for program quality and adherence to
CBMT policies and criteria.
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